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THE 58TH ZLÍN FILM FESTIVAL IS GETTING INTO THE SPIRIT  

TO CELEBRATE CZECHOSLOVAK FILM 
 

Prague – The 58th Zlín Film Festival will feature 300 films from 55 countries around the world. In 
addition to representatives of traditional film superpowers, it will offer films from non-traditional 
countries, such as Swaziland, the Faroe Islands, Singapore, Venezuela, and Chile. The theme of 
this year's festival is the celebration of the 100th anniversary of Czechoslovakia, which will be 
presented in several film sections as well as in the supporting program. It will be supplemented 
with an Austrian film section and an American independent film section. The festival will start on 
May 25 and will run until June 2, 2018. 
 

The oldest and largest film festival of its kind in the world will start in three weeks in Zlín and other 
satellite towns. The film festival will kick off on Friday, May 25 with the Icelandic film The Great 
Football Adventure by director Bragi Þór Hinriksson, which is its international premiere. During the 
opening ceremony, adult audiences will be presented with the distribution premiere of the Slovak-
Czech film Nina, directed by Juraj Lehotsky. 
 
Zlín Film Festival's program directors have watched over 2000 films this year in order to select 300 
films to present to festival audiences. "Just like last year, we are offering a slightly smaller number 

of movies than in the past, but they will have repeat screenings so that people will have a better 

chance to see them at the festival," says Artistic Director Markéta Pášmová, who adds, "This year's 

competition for children and youth has a very strong selection and will offer many international and 

European premieres. In particular, the selection of movies for children under the age of 12 gave us 

great pleasure, because we could choose from really high-quality films from around the world." 

  
A new item this year is that we've moved the documentary film genre to the competition level. 
"The ECFA Doc Award will award the best of 7 European documentaries for young audiences and 

ZFF is working with the European Children's Film Association (ECFA) to organize this competition," 
says Markéta Pášmová. Audiences can again look forward to movies for children and youth, 
European directorial debuts, animated works, student films, and much more – in six competitive 
and five non-competitive sections. "This year we have 33 feature films, 62 short animated films, and 

74 short student films," calculates the artistic director. 
 

Festival film themes  
 

The main theme of the 58th film festival with regard to the 100th anniversary of Czechoslovakia will 
be Czechoslovak film, which will be presented to audiences in 3 thematic sections and will contain 
a total of 43 films. "For example, we will screen a collection of Czech and Slovak children's films and 

fairy tales compiled by actors and filmmakers, accompanied by their authentic memories. Many of 

them will be bringing their favorite film to the festival," said Markéta Pášmová. She added that the 
section contains 18 films and includes the films Long Live Ghosts!, The Three Veterans, I Enjoy the 
World with You, Once Upon a Time, There Was a King, and the animated classic How They Met At 
Kolin. However, Czechs will also find less known Slovak films such as Let the Princess Stay with Us 
and If I Had a Gun and, of course, Mrs. Winter.  



 
 

 

One of the sections devoted to Czech film will also highlight the phenomenon of Czechoslovak film 
music, and through children's films it recalls important music composers such as Jaroslav Uhlíř and 
some who have already been taken from us, such as Karel Svoboda, Petr Skoumal, Petr Hapka and 
Angelo Michajlov. "We will not forget the late 90th birthday of internationally renowned 

screenwriter, dramaturge of FSB Barrandov and writer Ota Hofman," adds Markéta Pášmová. His 
life and work will be commemorated outside the retrospective film section in a photography 
exhibition, a new TV documentary by Karel Smyczka, and a memoir will also be baptized that's 
titled Ota Hofman: Wanderer of the Fantasy World! 

The festival will also focus on the 120th anniversary of the first Czech films. The National Film 
Archive is preparing a special commentary block of Jan Kříženecký's films from the end of the 19th 
century for the Zlín Film Festival. In the beautiful environment of a local park, at Biograf, 
Czechoslovak silent comedies from the first decades of the 20th century will be screened along with 
a piano accompaniment, e.g. It was May 1st, Night Terror, Heart of Gold, and The Torn Photograph.  
 
The film festival's attention will also focus on Austria, its cinema, and culture.  In a section called 
Austrian Journey, there will be 15 Austrian feature films for children and teenagers screened. Films 
will be accompanied by a number of directors and actors. The section is being held under the 
auspices of the Austrian Ambassador in Prague and was supported by the Austrian Cultural Forum 
in Prague.  
 
A natural counterpart to traditional European cinematography will be the introduction of a new 
section dedicated to American independent films called American Teen, which will mix older films 
such as Ghost World and Napoleon Dynamite with the new films like Saturday Church and My 

Choice. 

 
The complete film program will be available on May 14, 2018 at www.zlinfest.cz  

 
 
Juries and other famous festival stars  
 

This year, competitive films will again be judged by experts and child judges from different 
countries from around the world. "The Czech Republic is represented by actress Anna Geislerová 

and she will be working with filmmakers from Germany, Austria, India and Poland to focus on films 

for children and youth. Editor and producer Adam Dvořák will work with other colleagues to judge 

first European films, and the actress, director and musician Johana Švarcová will be engaged with 

student competition films," says Markéta Pášmová.  
 
The celebration of our republic's anniversary will also be reflected in the awards that extraordinary 
personalities will be taking from the festival. The 58th Zlín Film Festival will see the twenty-second 
awarding of the Golden Slipper and it will be the historical first to award two film stars – Slovak 
actress Magda Vašáryová and Czech actor Jaromír Hanzlík. The festival's organizers and the Drop 
of Hope Foundation will unveil stars on the Walk of Fame in front of the Grand cinema this year 
dedicated to Czech actress Ivana Andrlová and Slovak actor Maroš Kramár.   



 
 

The great star of this year's Zlín Film Festival will be Maestro Andrea Morricone, one of the 
greatest contemporary Italian composers and conductors, the son of the phenomenal composer 
Ennio Morricone. Andrea Morricone has composed the musical composition for the film 72 Hours 
in Bangkok, a film by Czech director and producer Lubomir Haltmar, which will have its world 
premiere at the festival. The film deals with a lost two-year-old boy in Bangkok and points to the 
theme of lost children. The screening will be preceded by Andrea Morricone's concert performance, 
and aside from the score of the film, there will also be film melodies from his father and their joint 
composition, which they made for the film Cinema Paradiso.   

This year, the Zlín Festival will also host young, talented actors from around the world. Sixteen-
year-old Irish actor Art Parkinson will be accompanying the film Zoo; he's well-known from the the 
cult TV series Game of Thrones. There will also be 19-year-old Texas native, Josh Wiggins, who has 
played in the films The Bachelors and Hellion. He's coming to the festival to present the 
competition film Walking Out. 
 

 
Film Industry program  
 

Zlin will also host many film professionals during the festival, for which a rich program has been 
prepared. Several events will take place this year that will touch on topics like regional film 
incentives (prepared in cooperation with the ZLÍN FILM OFFICE), the resonating theme of "working 
with films for children and youth in Czech cinemas", which will be introduced under the title for 
the educational project "New cinema." New Czech films for children and youth will be presented 
to foreign film professionals. There will also be a discussion on the pitfalls of creating an animated 
feature film at the first regular round table organized by the Animated Film Association. An integral 
part of the Industry program is a meeting of representatives of international and domestic 
festivals called Festival Community. Several special programs will be designated for students of the 
film industry, such as the first annual "Film Exchange" to connect film professionals creating 
projects in the Zlín Region and students of local film schools.  
Five years of broadcasting by the children's channel of Czech Television will be presented under the 
title Déčko Celebrates Five Years of Fun and, together with the Executive Director of the Czech 
Television:D Petr Koliha, the creators and actors of children's programs of this channel will also 
celebrate this channel’s fifth birthday. The Industry program will also be devoted to a segment 
called film literacy and for the third time there will also be an RRTV conference called Media for 
Children, Media with Children. Particular attention will be paid to the preventive and educational 
part of the Industry program, which will focus on the prevention of risky Internet communication. 
Together with the National Center Against Organized Crime and the Service of Criminal Police and 
Investigation of the Police of the Czech Republic we will launch the  Say No! campaign. / Řekni Ne! 
– online sexual coercion and blackmailing of children. 
 
The complete Film Industry program will be released on May 10, 2018 at www.zlinfest.cz and many 
events will be open to those interested from the general public. 
 
 

Supporting program  
 

The film program is also traditionally complemented by a varied supporting program. It consists of a 
number of theater performances, concerts, workshops, professional lectures, exhibitions, 
interactive and benefit programs, as well as sports and social events. 



 
 

 

One of them, which is connected to the main festival theme – film scores the Czechoslovak film – is 
a concert talk show about music, film and memories. The best of the works of Karel Svoboda, Petr 
Hapka, Jaroslav Uhlíř, Petr Skoumal, Angela Michajlova and Jan Hammer will be played during this 
time. "The composition evening Sing Me a Movie won't be just about listening to famous film 

songs. Audiences can actively get involved; they can also enjoy musical improvisation as well as new 

and unconventional musical arrangements, "says Jarmila Záhorová, executive director of the film 
festival. The special guest of the evening will be the composer, pianist, singer and actor Ondřej 
Gregor Brzobohatý, who is the author of film melodies. However, film music will resonate 
throughout the whole festival and visitors will have the opportunity to encounter it in various 
places in Zlín. 
 
A traditional part of the Zlín Film Festival is the auction of artistically rendered film clapperboards. 
This year's collection of the Clapperboard Salon will be made up of 145 original pieces by leading 
Czech artists, some of whom have been involved in the project since its very beginning. The 21st 
Clapperboard Salon has six stops this year, including a foreign exposition in the European 
Parliament in Brussels. It will culminate again with the traditional auction, which will take place on 
27 May at the Congress Center in Zlín. 

The last festival day, Saturday, June 2, will again belong to a run in the streets of Zlín. This will be 
the 3rd year of the Festival MONET + Zlín 2018 half-marathon. 
 

About the Zlín Film Festival 
 

The Zlín Film Festival – International Film Festival for Children and Youth is the oldest and, 
currently, largest film festival of its kind in the world. "The festival's mission is to present 

international film productions for children and teenagers, to make them accessible to the child 

audiences, and offer a high-quality alternative to commonly available audiovisual content," says the 
president of Zlín Film Festival Čestmír Vančura. He also adds, "An important aspect of the festival is 

to educate young audiences through the medium of film, expand their awareness of the outside 

world, and develop their aesthetic, social, and moral feelings. The aim of the program is to 

contribute to the development of Czech cinema for children and youth." 
 
There are hundreds of events and screenings in the festival program this year which will take place 
in more than two dozen places – not only in Zlín. "Since mid-February, the festival has been running 

throughout the Czech Republic through projects such as the Clapperboard Salon and the Cinema 

Train, which starts on May 15 in Zlín," says Čestmír Vančura, adding, "We will bring the film 

screenings to Mikulov from 8th to 12th June, where we will present 20 films as part of the festival 

Echoes." 
 
This year's 58th ZLÍN FILM FESTIVAL will be held from May 25 to June 2, 2018 in Zlín and in many 
other cities in the Czech Republic. The organizer of the festival is the company FILMFEST, s.r.o.. 
 
You can find out more at www.zlinfest.cz. 
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LIST OF FEATURE COMPETITION FILMS 
 
International Competition of Films for Children 
 
Los Bando, dir. Christian Lo, NOR, 2018, Czech premiere 
Children Of Genghis, dir. Zolbayar Dorj, MON, 2017, Czech premiere 
Pipsi, dir. Rohan Deshpande, IND, 2017, European premiere 
Rosie & Moussa, dir. Dorothée Van Den Berghe, BEL, 2018, Czech premiere 
Supa Modo, dir. Likarion Wainaina, KEN / GER, 2018, Czech premiere 
The Great Football Adventure, dir. Bragi Þór Hinriksson, ICE, 2018, International premiere 
The Third Wish, dir. Vít Karas, CZE, 2017 
The Witch Hunters, dir. Rasko Miljkovic, SRB / MK, 2018, European premiere 
 

International Competition of Films for Youth 
 
Backstage, dir. Andrea Sedláčková, SVK / CZE, 2018, Czech premiere 
Barley Fields on the Other Side of the Mountain, dir. Tian Tsering, GBR, 2017, Czech premiere 
Cross My Heart, dir. Luc Picard, CAN, 2017, Czech premiere 
Forty Baldies, dir. Sadegh Sadegh Daghighi, IRN, 2017, European premiere 
Home Team, dir. Carlos Morelli, URU / ARG / BRA, 2017, Czech premiere 
I Kill Giants, dir. Anders Walter, USA / GBR / BEL, 2017, Czech premiere 
Rock My Heart, dir. Hanno Olderdissen, GER, 2017, Czech premiere 
Walking Out, dir. Alex Smith, Andrew J. Smith, USA, 2017, Czech premiere 
 

International Competion of European Feature-length Debuts  
 
Ava, dir. Léa Mysius, FRA, 2017 
Kissing Candice, dir. Aoife McArdle, IRL, 2017 
Once Upon a Time... Indianerland, dir. Ilker Cątak, GER, 2017 
Pin Cushion, Deborah Haywood, GBR, 2017, Czech premiere 
Pure Hearts, dir. Roberto De Paolis, ITA, 2017, Czech premiere 
Summer Children , dir. Gudrún Ragnarsdóttir, ICE / NOR, 2017, Czech premiere 
Team Hurricane, dir. Annika Berg, DNK, 2017, Czech premiere 
The Best of All Worlds, dir. Adrian Goiginger, AUT, 2017 
We, dir. René Eller, NDL / BEL, 2018, Czech premiere 
Dreams by the Sea, dir. Sakaris Stora, Faroe Islands / DNK, 2017, Czech premiere 

 
 
International Competition for European Documentaries for Children and Youth 
 
Children Online, dir. Kateřina Hager, CZE, 2017 
Hobbyhorse Revolution, dir. Selma Vilhunen, FIN, 2017 
Kinders, dir. Arash T. Riahi, Arman T. Riahi, AUT, 2016 
Wilder than Wilderness, dir. Marián Polák, CZE, 2017 
The Distant Barking of Dogs, dir. Simon Lereng Wilmont, DNK / SWE / FIN, 2017 
The Girl Down Loch Änzi, dir. Alice Schmid, SUI, 2016, Czech premiere 
Marcus & Martinus, dir. Daniel Fahre, NOR, 2017, Czech premiere 



 
 

ANDREA MORRICONE  (10. 10. 1964, Rome, Italy, Itálie) 

 
One of the greatest contemporary Italian composers and conductors. Son of the famous and 
phenomenal composer Ennio Morricone. At the age of fourteen, Andrea decided to follow in the 
footsteps of his father. He began his musical studies at the Santa Cecilia Conservatory in his native 
Rome.  With a determination to further develop his musical knowledge and skills, Andrea decided 
to spend another two years at the National Academy of St. Cecilia in Rome, one of the oldest and 
most acclaimed music institutions in the world. In 1998, he obtained a Masters degree under the 
tutelage of Franco Donatoni and Azio Corghi. Andrea also studied under the music stars Ada 
Gentile, Irma Ravinale and Ivan Fedele. Each of these extraordinary personalities played a role in 
shaping the musical life of the young composer and conductor.   
 
Andrea Morricone composed the music for the American films Capturing Friedmans and Liberty 
Heights. He collaborated with his father on the screenplay of Cinema Paradiso, for which he won 
the BAFTA in 1991. His music, however, accompanies many other Italian films. Andrea now works 
with talented artists, musicians, singers and masters around the world.  
 
Dazzling talent, penetrating brilliance, and relentless innovation are the hallmarks of his music and 
musical history. His works, like those of his father, from classical compositions to scores for film and 
television have been duly recognized throughout the world by some of the most prestigious music 
industry organizations. 
 
During the Zlín Film Festival, he will introduce the Czech film 72 Hours in Bangkok by Czech film 
director and producer Lubomír Haltmar with a concert. The concert and screening of the film will 
take place on Monday, May 28 at 7 p.m. 



 
 

YOUNG STARS OF 58TH ZFF 
 
 
Art Parkinson  
*2001, Ireland 
The actor playing young Tom in the film Zoo is 16-year-old Art Parkinson, who is best known for his 
role as Rickon Stark in the cult series Game of the Thrones. He lent his voice to the fearless Kubo in 
the animated feature film Kubo and the Two Strings, for which he was nominated for an Annie 
Award in 2016. Along with the famous actors Luke Evans and Dwayne Johnson, he starred in the 
fantasy film Dracula Untold and disaster film San Andreas. He plays the main heroine's brother in 
the film I Kill Giants, which will compete for be the Golden Slipper in the competition this year for 
best film for youth. The festival will also feature the sports film Shooting for Socrates, the story of 
Northern Ireland during the 1986 World Cup. 
 
Zoo (IRL / GBR, 2017), Colin McIvor 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3688342/ 
 
The film was shot in Irish-British co-production and was based on the true story of a group of 
children who, with the help of local misfits, save the elephant Buster from the local zoo during the 
German raids over Belfast in 1941. 
 
 
Josh Wiggins  
*1998, USA 
The main actor playing the teenager David in the movie Walking Out is a native Texan and has 
already had several acting gigs. In 2004, he debuted alongside Aaron Paul and Juliette Lewis in the 
drama Hellion directed by Kat Chandler. Since then, he has starred in other films and has met, for 
example, Thomas Haden Church in the film Max, Josh Duhamel in Lost in the Sun, and Bill Paxton in 
Mean Dreams. In addition to the adventure film Walking Out, the Zlín Film Festival will screen 
another new film of his, The Bachelors, with J.K. Simmons in the lead role.  
 
 
Walking Out (USA, 2017), Alex Smith, Andrew J. Smith 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5420886/ 
 
An urban teenager journeys to Montana to hunt big game with his estranged father. They go out 
hunting in the snowy mountains and their relationship goes through a great test they both end up 
on the adventure of a life. In the heart of the wilderness they encounter a grizzly bear, and the city 
boy experiences a rite of manhood.  

 



 
 

  
The organizer of the Zlín Film Festival, FILMFEST, s.r.o., would also like to thank all of our partners 
and supporters, who were absolutely crucial for making it possible for the 58th festival to 
happen.  They are:  
 
 
Co-organizer: Statutory city of Zlín 
 
General partner: Kovárna VIVA a.s.  
 
General Media Partner: Czech Television 
 
Financial supporters: Ministry of Culture; the Zlín Region; Creative Europe - MEDIA 
State Fund of Cinematography; the town of Otrokovice 
 
Main partners: ENAPO OBCHODNÍ a.s.; ŠKODA AUTO a.s.; KOMA MODULAR s.r.o.; Zlaté jablko, a.s.; 
GOLDEN APPLE CINEMA, a.s. 
 
Main media partners: Czech Radio, VLTAVA LABE MEDIA a.s. (DENÍK) 
 
Significant partners: Tomas Bata University in Zlín, PEGAS NONWOVENS Czech Ltd., Monet +, ABB 
sro, Navláčil construction company, Ltd., KOMA MODULAR Ltd., DISK Systems, Ltd., EUROVIA CS, 
corp., ROBE Lighting Ltd., PRIA SYSTEM Ltd., IS Produkce Ltd.; IMPROMAT-COMPUTER Ltd., DHL 
Express (Czech Republic) Ltd., Kofola ČeskoSlovensko corp.. 
 
Partners: PRATO, spol. Ltd.; Lesy České Republiky, corp.; VIVA CV Ltd.; Greiner Packaging Slušovice 
Ltd.; Česká Centrála Cestovního Ruchu – CzechTourism; REALISTIC, corp.; ROBOTERM spol. Ltd.; 
SPUR corp.; TAJMAC-ZPS, corp.; SARANTIS Czech Republic Ltd. (Astrid); Nestlé Česko Ltd.; VITAR, 
Ltd.; Continental Barum Ltd.; PROFIMED Ltd.; Meopta - optika, Ltd.; Baťa, corp.; TOPNATUR Ltd.; 
Fatra, corp.; AXIOM TECH Ltd.; NAVI CZ, Ltd.; České dráhy, corp.; Český Národní Podnik Ltd. 
(Manufaktora); USSPA, Ltd. 
 
Media partners: Total Film; Respekt; aktualne.cz; Studenta.cz; Sluníčko; Mateřídouška; ABC; ČSFD; 
A2; Červený koberec   
 
Regional media partners: Rádio Kiss; Dobrý den s Kurýrem; Zlín.cz; jsemzezlina.cz; city.cz; 
vychytane.cz; Štamgast a Gurmán       
 

 


